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The Saga of 
Santa Ciaus 


Research, for the gent who takes 
things too seriously, is disiilusioning 
business No sooner does he scratch 
below the urface than he scrapes his 
knuckes on the sharp rock of trutt. 
This is apt to discourage him for the 
rest of his life and cloud his whole 
outlook : 

This article is intended only for 
the wacky character for whom facts 
are only blunted arrows that ping 
harmlessly against his rock-bound 
childisod dreams So, if facts_im- 
press you unduly, turn to something 
else. 

Take research into the Santa Claus 
tradition, for example Begin by lift- 
ing the long white beard a little and 
peering underneath and, if you are 
inclined to take things literally, you 
goon believe that al] that nice stuff 
abowt jolly round red St Nick, that 
gladdened your heart and mine when 
we were very young, and left a soft 
sentimental residue when we grew 


older, belongs on the ash «j2ap along 
a last year’s Christmas tree and 
_~ vile paper hat that made you look like 


Napoleon 

For Santa Claus was not round; 
he was not jolly; he was not even 
red. He was, believe jt or not; tall, 
thin, and angular, but that isn’t the 
worst, and neither is the fact that he 
is the patron saint of Russia. The 
worst is, and you can begin sobbing 
right now, that he is also the patron 
saint of pawn-brokers. 

The one, the only, the original, 
Santa Claus dates back to the 4th 
century He was St. Nicholas, Bishop 
of Myra, an ancient city in Asia 
Minor nowhere near the North Pole 
and far from the haunts of reindeer. 
A tal] slender man, te is portrayed in 
his early pictures in the long flowing 
robes of a bishop—no red flannel and 
whit. fur and he wouldn’t ‘have rocog- 
nized a sled if he had fallen over one. 
About the only feature he had in 

_common with the present store ver- 
sion was a long white beard. 

According to the supervisior of a 
greeting card company, St. Nicholas’ 
name became associated witi! child- 
ren through his practice of befriend- 
ing them and giving them presents. 
Another legend is that St. Nichcolas 
felt sorry for an impoverished citizen 

: his town wiio had three beautiful 
daughters but could not find husbands 
for t'iem as he had no money for 
doweries, St. Nick, so the story goes 
left three little bags of gold on his 
doorstep one night, one for each 
daughter, and so they got married 
and lived happily ever after. 

In some obscure way, the saint's 
good deed, in addition to foreshad- 
owing the exchanging of gifts at 
Chritsmas time, became associated} 
with the gentle art of pawnbroking, 
alt/iough the trade has scarcely been 
noted for its generosity throughout 
{ts long history. Anyway, the an- 
cient sign of the three balls is sup- 
posed to represent the three bags of 
gold St Nicholas left- on the door 
step. } 

The giving away of bags of ‘gold for 
any purpose whatsoever was as re- 
markable in those days as it would 
be today, and word of the good 
Saint’s act evidently spread throug) 
Euorpe like wildfire. Before long, 
little boys and girls in all corners of 
the continent went to bed at least 
once a year “while visions of sugar- 
plums danced in their heads,” con- 
fident that when they awoke in the 
morning—which they did around five 
a.m., even as today—there would be 
gifts from St. Nicholas. Time for the 
kinds in those days though was De- 
cember 6th, the Saint’s own day, 
and not Christmas, ' 
1 During his long reign over the 
hearts of children, Santa has known 
almost as many characterizations as 
there have been artists to draw him. 
In turn he has been tall and thin, 
short and elfin, and gaunt and 
ragged. Te most recent version of the 
saint as a fat jolly old executive 
with a merry wife and a raft of 
busy elves doing all the work while 
he issues the commands has been cur- 
rent only since the beginning of. the 
present century, 

' Santa’s evolution in the public mind 
has been a gradual process From his 
long and lean days he has grown 
progressively fatter, perhaps from the 
vast quantities of cake and milk left 
for him by generations of kids on 
Christmas eve. His height has varied 
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seems to have reached maturity. His 
present idealijation is so universal to- | 
day that it is doubtfu) if his appear- 
ance will change much in the years 
to come and any major attempt to 
vary it would bring howls from child- 
ren all over the world. 

Our present of St. 


Nick is almost exactly as he is de- 
scribed in the classic ‘A -Visit from 
St. Nicholas,” written by Clement 
|The | in 1823 and better known us 


conception 


“The Night Before Christmas.” Some 
authorities claim that Moore was a 
hundred years ahead of his_ time be- 
cause the Santa of that era was a 
tall angular gent having only a white 
beard in common with Moore’s ver- 
sion, It is believed that the ides of a 
Santa who was merry, lively lly, 
and fat must siave ‘bee p17z or | 
both children and parents of the pev- 
iod, 

Thomas Nast, the American car- 
toonist, had a great deal to do with 
popularizing in the 1860’s, a Santa 
Claus who looked as though he en- 
joyed his turkey and plum pudding 
Nast, drawing for magazine covers 
and book illustrations, portrayed St, 
Nick as a short, pixie-like figure, 
round and jolly but stil] hardly cap- 
able of hefting the huge bag of toys 
he lugs around today. 

A good deal of the rest of the 
Santa Claus tradition as we know 
it goes back to Nast as well. He 
popularized many of the practices of 
the Saint including the toy shop at 
the North Pole, keeping the records 
of good and bad children, receiving 
and answering their letters, and 
driving his reindeer Evidently Nast 
went back to Moore’s poem for in- 
spiration which would account for the 
connection between our Santa and the 
one dreamed up by Moore in 1823, 

Santa’s red coat, by the way, has 
no connection with his being the pa- 
tron saint of Russia, It is credited to 
Nast who, in a cartoon during the 
American Civi] War, patriotically 
dressed Santa Claus in a red and 
blue outfit 

In the course of time, St. Nicholas 
has gone under many aliases for one 
so upright. Besides this right name 
he has been called Kiris Kringle, 
Father Christmas, Old Man Christ- 
mas, Mr. Wihskers, Santa Claus, and 
many hundreds of variations and 
translations of thes, as well as the 
names he has hen called by father 
when the bills come in on January 2, 

The name most comonly known on 
this continent, Santa Claus, is of 
Dutch or German origin and the 
custom was brought to these shores 
by the early Dutch colonists, Accord. 
ing to the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
Santa Claus is an American corrupe 
tion of the Dutch San  Nicholaas, 


considerably from age to age but atl though it would be difficult to estab- 


last, wtih his present circumference, 
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EARLY EXPORTING 
EXPERIMENTS 


The first shipment of wheat from 
the prairies took place in 1876, 857 
bushels. Many may think that wheat 
was the first export from this area, 
this is not so. The very first ex- 
port from these prairies was of raw 
furs through the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, Which started in 1668 and has 
been going on steadily ever since. The 
next attempt was to export buffalo 
\ool through the Prairie Buffalo 

ool Campany, formed in 1822. This 
tailed because no economic method 
could be found in England of separ- 
ating the coarse hairs from the fine 
wool, Two other exports at this 
time were buffalo robes to Nev York 
and pemmi-an to the United States; 
these were profitable but terminated 

: 1384 when the buffalo disappear- 
ed, ‘Tie Hudson’s Bay Company in 
1830 established the first, experimental 
-erm on the Assiniboine River near 
Fort Garry, to experiment with 
methods of producing and ‘exporting 
‘ailow, wool from merino sheep 
brought in from England, and hemp 
and flax for the English market, 
These efforts failed cost £3,500, and 
were terminuted in 1837. No further. 
attempts to export any commodity, 
except furs, buffalo robes and peme 
mican ‘were made until the firat 
wheat was shipped from Manitoba in 
1876. (Information taken from rex 
cords of Hudson’s Bay Company and 
from ‘A History of tie Canadian 
West’ by A. S. Morton, published by 
Thos. Nelson & Sons, Toronto—~World 
of Wheat 


All Alberta schools have this week 
received information on the big 
province wide Cancer Scrap Book Con- 
test sponsored by the Alberta Divj- 
sion of te Canadian Cancer Sg 
ciety for which over $500 in prizeg 
‘as been offered to school children 
through a special contribution madg 
to the Society for the contest. ‘The 
purpose of the contest is to arouse 
interest in the cancer problem ang 
in cancer contro] in the schools, Each 
contestant is required to keep q 
scrap book of news clippings, mag; 
azine articles, extracts from Cancer 
Society and other literature depict- 
ing two parts; the story of the ‘Can 
cer Problem” and how the prohlem 
is being met in “Cancer Contro}’ 
which includes research, education, 
ete. In each of the districts covered 
by the Society’s branches the fol- 
lowing, are being awarded for the 
best scrap books in each division; 
first $10; second $5; third $3; fourth 
$2. Divisions are A: grades 5 and 6. 
B: grades 7 and 8, C grades 9 an 
10, D: grades 11 and 12. In addition 
Lamers totalling $150 will be 
a ‘or the best scrap hooks 
the province fi} Merah Stee * 


‘of any mistake. 


HERE AND THERE 


There was a large attendance at 
the United Church Sunday evening. 
The singing by the choir was splen- 


e 


The skating rink was opened last 
week for skating. Owing to water 
shortage and tiie mild weather slow 
progress was made in making ice 


It is not likely that anybody in 
the district will go without Xmas. 
dinner and all the trimmings this 
year since no case of want is known. 

‘Tom Bates and iis assistants in 
the postoffice have been busy men 
during the past couple of weeks. Be- 
sides the work of sorting incoming 
mail they have sent out over 20,000 
Xmas. cards, Evidently Gleichen peo- 
ple derive much pleasure in sending 
out Xmas. cards and receiving them, 
Xmas. greetings is.one way of keep- 
ing track of people who do not write, 


While playing hockey at the rink 
Sunday Jimmy Brown had the mis- 
fortune to break his nose when his 
face came in contact with anotier 
playor’s skate. It took three stitches 
to close the wound 


The boys of the Canadian Legion 
are staging their annual New Year's 
Eve ball next-Wednesday veining. 
Art Bremner and his orchestra will 
supply the music. 


The plea of ignorance will- never 
take away our esponsibilities, and 
most people have found this to be so. 
The plea cf ignorance never suffices 
for a svfficient excuse in extenuation 
In this world it is 
our business to know. Either we 
must find our knowledge by patient 
industry or through the knowledge of 


knowledge is the only su¢cessful one 
yet found. The otter is only a make 
shift. We are given certain responsi- 
bilities. We are expected to carry 
them with as much, dignity as possi- 
ble and to make theth really the helps 
that advances us in our life wark, 
And they can be just that if we will 
only try to make them so: The 
responsibilities of a family has held 
many a man true to ‘iis course until 
his habits became so fixed that he 
could work out his success calmly and 
efficiently. The need of caring for 
Parents or younger brothers and 
sisters has kept many a person from 
flying off at tangent or following an 
uncertain course and so spoilng the 
real intent or purpose of his life, 


EVERY 10 


others, The former way of arriving at |_ 
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OUR COMPLETE SHORT STORY —. 


Fog In Echo 


By ANNA 


Valley 


* +¢ @ 


E. WILSON 


AN was thinking of Martin's 
warning when he emptied his 
rifle into the air. 

“Fog can lie in that valley for a 
week,” Martin had warned Van and 
Vicki when he offered them his camp 
in Echo Valley. But fog had seemed 
unimportant compared to a month 
outdoors, There'd be hunting and 
fishing. Van would grow hard and 
brown; Vicki would throw “off that 
troublesome cough that settled in her 
larynx and left her speechless, a 
prey to Martin's idle teasing. She 
tried to thank him in a hoarse whis- 
per. 

They came into the Valley almost 
afraid ta believe their luck, “It’s 
beautiful,” Vicki said in a small 
voice, “Oh, Van, do you believe it's 
real!” 

“Of course, it’s real.” Van shouted 
and they held their breath until far 
up the Valley they heard the sound 


FROZEN LAKE FISH 


PRODUCTION STARTS DEC, 1. 
ORDER NOW FOR QUICK 
DELIVERY 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Whitefish, dressed, per Ib. 


Fancy Selected Whitefish, 
dressed, per Ib, ....0. 

Jumbo Dressed Whitefish, -, 
per lb. 

Smoked Whitefish, per 
10-lb, carton .......0. 


Dressed, headless Jackfish, 
POL ID, cos ivessecvccee 


Round Pickerel, per lb, ... 


Dressed, large fat Tullibee, 
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Whitefish Fillets (5-lb, 
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Northern Pike Fillets (5-1lb, 
carton) per carton .... 


Golden Mullet Fillets (5-lb, 
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1.25 


Include sufficient to prepay 
charges if no agent at your station 


Thirty-two years serving the 
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Paris created it! Everybody loves 
it! It's the new envelope-fold bodice 
wit a line that S-curves from torso 
to hips to g’ve you a beautiful mold- 
ed-through-ihe-middle look! Deep 
armhole, simple neckline to drama- 
tize with pearls, scarves, glitter of 
gold! 

Pattern 4750: Misses’ Si@es 12, 14, 
16, 18, 20. Size 16 takes 4 yards 
39-inch fabric. 

This pattern easy to use, simple to 
sew, is tested for fit. Has complete 
illustrated instructions, 

Send thirty-five cents (35c) in 
coins (stamps cannot be accepted) 
for this pattern. Write plainly size, 
Name, Address and Style Number 
and send orders to: 

Anne Adams Pattern Dept,, 

Winni News z Union, 

60 Front Street W., Toronto. 


Cork &mes from the outer part 
of the bark of the cork tree, an ever- 
green tree. 3017 


repeat itself, For a minute Vicki 
looked afraid, “If you got lost...” 

Van laughed at her fears and a 
few minutes later they came in sight 
of the cabin, Vicki cried out in de- 
light. 

In mid-October, Martin rode in for 
a flying trip. ‘This weather can't 
hold. Better hunt on the mainland 
or stick close to citmp.” 

But love waban at danger and 
Vicki and Van Were terribly in love. 
High up above Vicki's fishing rock, 
they found a giant boulder that was 
warm in the sun. 
glowed with excitement. Let's bring 
our sleeping bags up here, Van, and 
spend the night. We can build a 
bonfire and watch the stars.” They 
went to sleep with haze drifting 
across the stars and woke in a 
blanket of fog. 

Vicki's teeth were chattering and 
she shook with chills, Only a faint, 
hoarse whisper came from her throat. 

‘I'll make a fire, Vickie.” Van 
tried to keep the uneasiness out of 
his voice, They were a good two 
hours’ walk from camp and already 
he could only make out the blurred 
|outlines of Vicki's face. “We can 
warm up the coffee and stay on the 
|rock until the fog’ lifts,” 
| Vicki was filled with terror of the 
| fog. She spoke in a painful whisper. 
“Remember, Martin said it might 
last for a week,” 

Van was firm. “You'll feel better 
when we've had breakfast. I'll get 
wood.” 

He prepared to climb off the rock 
but Vicki clutched him, “You'll get 
lost. Please don't go.” 

Her hands were cold and her head 
was hot. This chill might deepen. 
He took out his fishing line; gave 
her an end to hold. “Take this. It 
will keep us in touch with each 
other, Here, let me tie it to your 
wrist.” He put his rifle in her hand. 
“If anything happens, you can't call 
out, Vicki, but you can shoot.” 

He worked to the edge of the wood, 
There was nothing here but pine 
needles and he paid out his line rap- 
idly as he went farther in, Half an 
hour later, with- his arms full of 
dead wood, he turned to feel his way 
back but a terrific impact sent him 
crashing into the trees. A™minute 
later, he reeled in the jagged end. 
Some animal had blundered into it 
and snapped it. He called out again 
and again to Vicki. He, advanced 
doggedly only to realize too late how 
much he had been depending for di- 
rection on the slenter thread, He 
should have entered the clearing long 
ago bub he could feel nothing but 
trees, 

He was,Jost. To continue without 
direction was only to go deeper and 
deeper into the woods or circle back 
upon his trail. He beat down his 
panic and listened desperately for 
the sound of a shot. Something had 
happened to Vicki. She was sick or 
worse, 

It was five minutes before he real- 
ized that he could at last hear a 
whisper of sound’ He hadn't noticed 
it before because he'd been used to 
it. It was the smooth purring of 
the river, If he could make his way 
down to the river he could follow 
the current back to Vicki's fishing 
rock and climb steadily at right 
angles, 

The sleeping bags had been placed 
on the west side of the boulder and 
he'd entered the woods from that 
side, He followed the river east un- 
til he fell against a black hulk and 
came up clutching one of Vicki's 
hairpins. He climbed straight wp. In 
a minute, he was on the rock again. 

The light from his pocket lighter 
made only a flicker in the fog. He 
circled the" rock three times before 
he realized that Vicki wasn’t there, 
It took him another minute to figure 
out that «the impact from the cord 
might have thrown her from the 
boulder to the ground, Vicki hadn't 
been able to fire the rifle because she 
lay at the bottom of the rock, He 
found her there unconscious from the 
impact, 

Back on the Rock, there was only 
himself and Vicki and the valley of 
fog. He groped for his rifle and emp- 
tied the barrel into the air. 

Next minute the valley thundered 
with sound, 

Back in front of Martin's fireplace, 
Martin filled Van's cup and smiled 
at Vicki. ‘Got to thinkigg of you 
youngsters alone. It was a shock 
to find the cabin empty until I re- 
membered how I used to like to sleep 
upon that rock, I'd have missed it, 
though, if Van hadn't fired.” He 
turned to put another stick on the 
fire. It was Vicki who finally croak- 
ed, “Look, the fog’s lifting.” 

She turned to kiss Van. 

(Copyright Wheeler Newspaper Syndicate) 


RARE BIRD IN CANADA 
ST, THOMAS, Ont.—A “little gull,” 
common in Europe but rare in Can-| 
ada, was seen here recently, The 
bird, marked by dark underwings, 
was in a group of about 5,000 Bona- 
parte and herring gulls. 


Deer and other big game are said 
to thrive better on forage consumed 
from living plants rather than stock 
feeds. 
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Eskimos Did Alright 

“EDMONTON.=Edmonton~ Eskimos 
of the Western Interprovincia) Foot- 
ball Union realized more than $400,- 
000 from 11 home games this sea- 
son, The figure was given to a ser- 
vice club meeting by Eskimo presi- 
dent Ken Montgomery, who added 
that more than 150,000 spectators 
attended the 11 games. 


Good Fish Haul 

EDMONTON, — Prairie fishefmen 
had their innings. recently. at Lake 
Wabamun, 50 miles west of Edmon- 
ton, lifting 138,000 pounds of white- 
fish by net in the two-da;: open sea- 
son. It marked the end of fishing 
this year at Wabamun, 


Plan Housing Project 
_LETHBRIDGE. — Work on a 97-. 
acre stib-division with an estimated 
potential housing value of $4,000,000 
will start early next year, provided 
the project’s sponsor can win ap- 
proval of the town planning commis- 
sion and city council. ' Plans were 
submitted to the commission by Les 
Wade of Calgary. 


Handy Oats Crop ~ 
VALLEYVIEW, Alta. — Farmer 

Henry Gavillan didn’t lose any money 

even though he left his oats crop 


uncut this fall. An oil-hunting party, }, 


who were unable to move motor ve- 
hicles over the muskeg, brought six 
horses into the area and gave Gavil- 
lan a contract to winterfeed them in 
his oats fleld. 


Children Welcome ; 

VANCOUVER.—A modern apart- 
ment block designed for couples with 
small children is nearing completion 
here. The two-storey 41-suite block, 
believed to be the first in Canada, 
has playground faciéties both out- 
doors and in, the hasement, 


50 Years On Council 

VISCOUNT, Sask.—Robert Hastie 
will have served 50 years on munici- 
pal council at the end of 1952. He 
was reeve for 37 years. Mr. Hastie, 
who travels 15 miles to meetings, 
hasn't missed one. 


To Show His Appreciation 

WINNIPEG. — Anthony Mann a 
war veteran paralyzed from the 
waist.down because of wounds, mar- 
ried his nurse to show his apprecia- 
tion for the good treatment he re- 
ceived, He married Mildred Marke 
of Milwaukee, Wis., a physiother- 
apist. 


Still Uses Sod Shanty 

LETHBRIDQE, Alta.—Bert Herig- 
sted built a sod shanty when he first 
came to southern Alberta in 1909. 
He's still living in it. It. is the-only 
original sod shanty still in-use today 
in this part of the country, 


Buffalo Steaks ; 

VANCOUVER, B.C.—Curious cus- 
tomers bought buffalo steaks in 
stores here recently, The steaks, 
from herds in Buffalo Park at Wain- 
wright, Alta., weren't the housewife’s 
answer to lower meat costs, They 
sold for 10 cents more per pound 
tnan beef cuts, 


Farmers Should 
Protect Wildlife 
To Reap Benefit 


COLDWATER, O.-— Wildlife will 
benefit to the evéntual benefit of 
farmers, if the latter are not too 
thorough in reaping their harvests. 

This suggestion was set forth in 
a message recently sent its custom- 
ers by the farm equipment division 
of the Avco Manufacturing Corp. 

“Modern machines and modern} 
harvest methods make hardships for 
the wildlife on our farms,” the mes- 
sage said, ‘The modern. corn picker, 
which scarcely misses an ear or 
kernel, leaves slim picking for birds 
and animals, 

“Farmers who wish to protect 
wildlife and provide good hunting for 
themselves and friends can save ani- 
mals by ‘cutting corners’. 

“The idea is to cut diagonally 
across the back corner of .each field 
you harvest to leave a natural shel- 
ter and a little store of feed for your 
own wildlife, 

“The bushel or’the forkful that you 
waste is more than paid for by the 
warm feeling that you and your ma- 
| chine are giving a break to game 
already hard-pressed from every 
side,” 


Actions speak louder than words, 
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To Double Canada’s Capacity 
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—Centra!l Press Canadian, 


Against a background of lofty British Columbia mountains, work is begun on Kitimat aluminum project. 


By H. D. CRAWFORD 
(CP Correspondent) _ 

OTTAWA, — Aluminum is one of 
the world’s vital metals. Especially 
is this true in our air age when na- 
tional destinies balance precariously 
between peace and war, The nation 
best able to defend itself may be the 
one possessing the most powerful and 
versatile air force, And aircraft re- 
quire large quantities of aluminum. 

Canada alredtly producés one-quar- 
ter of the world’s aluminum ingots. 
Gigantic éfforts are being exerted to 
increase this production. One of 
North America’s most dramatic in- 
dustrial developments now taking 
place is the Aluminum Company of 
Canada’s mopntain-moving, river- 
turning project in British Columbia 
named after the abandoned Indian 
village of Kitirnat. 

Near British Columbia's northwest 
coast, about 80 miles southeast of 
Prince Rupert, Kitimat is expected 
to start producing aluminum ingots 
in 1954, Its ultimate installed ca- 
pacity will be 500,000 metric tons a 
yearr This is one and a half times 
the capacity of Alcan’s Arvida smel- 
ter near the Saguenay river in ‘Que- 
bec, now the world’s largest. Kiti- 
mat is expected to double Canada’s 
production of aluminum. 

Low-cost hydro-electric power is 
essential for economical smelting of 
aluminum. Proximity to the sea is 
likewise necessary, because bauxite 
from which aluminum is made must 
all be imported and shipment of 
aluminum ingots must be as inexpen- 
sive as possible, 

Kitimat was selected as the ideal 
location after three years of inten- 
sive surveys. Hydro-electric poten- 
tials are enormous, and year-around 
shipping of raw materials and alum- 
inum ingots is assured—as long as 
enemy submarines do not pounce. 

Kitimat’s completion is expected to 
cost $550 million. Its construction 
involves a combination of gigantic 
engineering feats. 

One mountain’s peak is _ being 
scalped and dumped into the east- 
ward flowing Nechako river to form 
a 310-foot-high dam 1,350 feet long. 
This will form a 140-mile reservoir 
covering 350 square miles and force 
the river to reverse and flow west- 
ward, 

A 10-mile tunnel will be blasted 
through the solid rock of another 
mountain at the western end of the 
reservoir, 

Water will plunge down a man- 
made falls 16 times higher than 


Niagara Falls to a giant power sta- 
tion situated at sea level. Its force 
will be so great when it hits the 
mammoth turbines at the bottom 
that 2,490,000-horsepower of electric- 
ity are expected to be generated. 

This generator is believed to be 
the largest ever constructed. The 
sea-level power station will be 1,000 
feet long, 70 feet wide, and 100 feet 
high, 

High-voltage wires will carry the 
current 48 miles across glaciers and 
rugged mountains to the Kitimat 
smelter, 

When -Alcan's -first load of con- 
struction equipment arrived in the 
spring of 1951, the only shelter at 
Kitimat was one single ‘abandoned 
Indian cabin. -This summer the Kiti- 
mat and Nechago river areas were 
crowded with several thousand work- 
men, and tractors, bulldozers, and 
other heavy machinery, getting the 
huge project under way. 

“Where, only yesterday, a cluster 
of Indian cabins huddled in the for- 
est,” according to a recent external 
affairs release, ‘‘a modern city of 
50,000 people will one day take its 
place, and another chapter will be 
written in Canada’s northern devel- 
opment.” 

Arvida has long been ‘Canada’s 
aluminum capital, There, too, Alcan 
has recently made enormous expan- 
sions of its hydro-electric power. 
Arvida and Shawinigan Falls, both 
in Quebec, were selected as smelter 
sites because of their low-cost and 
abundant hydro power potentials. 
Quebec and British Columbia possess 
the greatest hydro possibilities of all 
Canadian provinces, 

In mid-August, one of North Am- 
erica’s biggest hydro-electric projects 
was opened on the Peribonca river 
60 miles northwest. of Arvida at a 
cost of $30,000,000. Early in 1953 a 
twin power plant will open 14 miles 
down the river, 

Arvida and Kitimat will raise Can- 
ada’s status even higher as a world 
producer of aluminum, Part of the 
capital for developing Kitimat has 
come from the British ministry 
of supply. An agreement between 
the Aluminum Company of Canada 
and the United Kingdom provides a 
priority of 250,000 metric tons an- 


mat will undoubtedly become a vale 
uable future source of ingots for aire 
craft and other aluminum product 
manufacturers in America. It might 
even provide the sinews of victory if 
there is another world war, 


Uranium City 
Developing Fast 


PRINCE ALBERT.—Townsite de- 
velopment continues to set a rapid 
pace in Uranium City, new mining 
centre springing up in the heart of 
northern Saskatchewan's  Beaver- 
lodge uranium field. 

C, S. Brown, northern administra- 
tor for the provincial natural re- 
sources department, who returned re- 
cently from a week-long visit tc 
Uranium City, said it had “all the 
earmarks of a rapidly developing 
pioneer community. I saw evidence 
everywhere of enthusiasm and confi- 
dence in the town’s future.” ’ 

Mr. Brown said about 24 commer. 
cial establishments were now in op: 
eration or under construction. Thes¢ 
included garages, restaurants, bakar- 
ies, @ pool room, liquor store and 
tourist cabins, At present, 160 busi- 
ness and resident lots have been 
leased or applied for, with 48 busi- 
ness and 94 resident lots still avail- 
able for allocation. 

“One can see buildings in all stages 
of construction everywhere,” said Mr. 
Brown, adding that a mild fall had 
greatly facilitated prospecting activ. 
ity as well as building. He said the 
town layout was “excellent in so far 
as the terrain permits, and there is 
every indication it will have to ex- 
pand a lot further.” 

An estimated 1,600 people living in 
the general vicinity are -serviced in 
part by Uranium City today. Mr 
Brown said a number of people build: 
ing at Uranium City are at present 
living in mining camps or living 
quarters outside the townsite area. 
He said a one-room school which 
opened recently was “deluged” with 
about 60 children, and another build- 
ing had to be obtained for temporary 
use, 


A local mining company employee's 


| wife has taken over teaching duties 


nually of Kitimat’s production of/in the temporary school addition. 


alumnium ingots for Britain, 
Considering that the largest alum- 


Almost 18 centuries ago the first 


inum smelter in the United States| book about a voyage to the moon 
has a capacity of only 145,000 tons,|was written by a Greek named Lu- 
the world’s largest smelter at Kiti-|kian of Samosata, 


THE TILLERS 


—By Les Carroll 
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Foreign Trade =| 


FOREIGN TRADE IS A fundamental factor in Canada’s economy. We 


depend for many of our daily needs upon goods brought in from other 
countries, but more important to us is the selling abroad of the surplus 


products of our farms, forests, mines and factories. 


Because of the rela- 


tively small population of this country, we cannot at home, make use of 
all that we produce, and a healthy demand from other countries for our 


goods is essential to prosperity here. 


In recent years there has been 


demand on foreign markets for Canadian products and exports have in- 


creased to record peaks. 


A recent report showed that in the first nine 


months of 1952 exports exceeded $8,000,000,000, and it was predicted that 
the figure for the entire year would exceed $4,000,000,000, the total for 


1951, 


“_ * 


1951 Figure 
A Record 


The figure for 1951 was a record one, and if it was. 
exceeded in 1952 that year will stand out as a most 
successful one in Canadian export trade, 
which has been due in part to the post-war needs of 


This rise, 


other countries for the wheat, flour, newsprint, lumber, base metals and 
other products which Canada has in abundance at this time, has done 
much to strengthen Canada’s economy and to offset the expenditures 


which are necessary for imports. 


Canada must import citrus fruits, tea, 


coffee, rubber and many other products which cannot be grown here, A 
certain amount of manufactured goods is also imported, including articles 
which are expensive to make and for which there is not a large market 


in Canada, 
* * 


Exports More 


Than Imports *°!: 


Industrial machinery is one of these items, 


»_ * 


Imports in the first nine months of 1952 amounted 
to $2,945,500,000, which was less than the figure for 
The United States is at present Canada's 
largest customer abroad, but sales to Great Britain, 


where the dollar shortage has curtailed purchases from this country, were 


increased in 1952. 


The uncertainties of the times in which we are living 


extend to world trade and there are some who fear that Canada’s present 


prosperity in that field may not continue, 


The figures for the past year 


do not indicate that there is a decrease in the markets for Canadian pro- 
ducts abroad, but foreign trade is a complex matter and Canada cannot 
control the factors which determine the demand for her goods in other 


lands. 


It is to be hoped, however, that means may be found to prolong 


the favourable trend which has been in evidence in recent years, 


Doctor Advocates 
Girdles For Men 


LOS ANGELES—Men need girdles, 

- too, says Dr. Burgess Gordon, presi- 

dent of the Philadelphia Women's 
Medical College. 

Men will feel better and be more 
able to remain in the race with wom- 
en in politics, industry and medicine 
if they wear girdles, Dr. Gordon told 
interviewers. 

Some of women’s success is due to 
their girdles, he said, because they 
get support that elevates the abdo- 
men and facilitates the movement of 
air in and out of the lungs, thus con- 
tributing to the entrance of oxygen 
into the tissues, 

There's nothing like a new girdle 
to give a woman the feeling of well- 
being, Dr, Gordon says, and when 
the two-way-stretch devices sag their 
wearers do, too. 


INSIGNIFICANT 
The amount of oxygen that plants 
use in a sick-room at night is so 
small that it is not likely to affect 
the supply of air in a well-ventilated 
room, 


Average life of an oak tree is from 
200 to 300 years, 


Patterns 


Soft! Cosy! Easy! 


So pretty and luxurious, it’s sure 
to brighten the spirits of any stay- 
at-home! Jiffy bed-jacket—single, 
double crochet, Use knitting worst- 
ed—in 2 colors, 

Choose short or long sleeves, or a 
cosy capelet style. Pattern 7102; 
easy crochet instructions, 

To obtain this pattern send twenty- 
five cents in coins (stamps cannot be 
accepted) to: 


Household Arts Department, 

Winni Newspaper Union, 

60 Front Street W., Toronto. 
Be sure to write plainly your Name, 
Address and Pattern Number, 

Six complete, easy-to-make pat- 
terns printed right in the exciting 
Alice Brooks Needlework Book! See 
91 illustrations of your favorite 
needlecraft patterns — all thrifty, 
usefyl ideas for your home, your 
family, yourself. Send Twenty-five 
cents for your copy! 


Funny and 
Otherwise 


ee ¢ @ 


He bid high for the parrot, 
and finally it was knocked down 
to him, Paying his $50, he asked: 

“Does this parrot talk?” ~ 

“Who do you think was bid- 
ding against you?” the parrot 
inquired, 

* * * 

Coach (to football star)— You're 
outa condition. Whatcha _ been 
doing, studying? 

* *£ & © 

Thin Lady Passenger — They 
ought to charge by weight on 

these street cars. 

Fat Lady—lIf they did, dearie, 
they couldn’t afford to stop for 
some people.” 

“ * * ha) 

“Whatever's come over your hus- 
band lately Mrs, Raggers?” asked 
Mrs. haggelson, of her neighbor. 
“He does nothin’ but sit and brood 
on the doorstep with his chin in 
his ’ands.” 

“He ain't brooding,” replied Mrs, 
Raggers. “He's practising for the 
local chess tournament.” 

* * * . 

A reporter went to interview a 
local celebrity who had reached 
his 99th birthday. As the inter- 
view concluded, the reporter 
complimented the near-centen- 
arian and added: “I certainly 
hope I can return next year and 
see you reach 100.” 

“Can't see why not, young 
man,” the old timer replied, “you 
look healthy enough to me.” 

* * * * 

“I wish I knew where George 
was,” remarked the young wife. 

“I presume, my dear,” said her 
mother-in-law, ‘that you mean you 
wish you knew where he is?” 

“Oh, no, I don’t,” was the firm 
reply. “I know where he is. He's 
in bed with a black eye and a 
headache. I want to know where 
he was.” 

* * * ” 

“Peggy says she thinks she 
could learn to love me,” sald 
Potter, 

* * * * 

rom a provincial newspaper: 

Reliable and hard-working clerk 

who is paid on Friday and is broke 
on Tuesday would like to exchange 
small loans with another who 
gets paid on Wednesday and is 
broke on Saturday.” 

” * * * 


“Well, you don’t look very 


. happy about it,” put in Clark, 


“It’s going to be jolly expen- 
sive,” said Potter, unhappily. “1 
took her to the theatre last night 
and a little supper afterwards, 
The first lesson cost me $12.” 

* ” * * 

A visitor to the village, watch- 
ing a rustic fishing in a shallow 
stream, noticed that for half an 
hour the hook was never drawn 
from the water. “Are there any 
fish in that stream?” the visitor 
asked at last. 

“No, sir, I don’t think so,” the 
rustic replied, 

“But you seem to be fishing.” 

“Yes, sir,” 

“Then what is your object?” 

“My object, sir, is te show the 
wife that I’ve no time to peel the 
potatoes,” 

* *£ & © 

“Mr, Smith, I want to marry 
your daughter.” 

“Have you seen my wife?” 

“Yes; but I'd still sooner have 
your daughter.” 3017 


THE GIFICHEN CALL, 


js 


; “WE WANT.A NICE NEW HOME,” the little pup at left is supposedly 


GLFICHEN, ALBERTA 


re 


whispering in the ear of Humane Officer William Schraffen, of Sf. Paul, 


Minn. 


The whisperer and his canine companions are among those waiting 


in an animal shelter for what they hope will be eventual adoption. 


What Makes 
A Champion? 


Canada's Only Gold 
Medallist at the 1952 
Olympics Started Shooting 
At 12 Yeais of Age. Two 
Years Later He Won His! 
First Major Championship 


(By Herman Johnston in C-I-L Oval) 
‘In Canada’s famine of honours at 
the Olympic Games of 1952, a singu- 
larly brilliant achievemeut by one of 
her sons captured the heart of the 
nation, It was the performance of 
17-year-old George Genereux of 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. This .high 
school boy from the Prairies won 10 
of Canada’s total of 30 points, and 
its only Gold Medal, symbol of Olym- 
pic supremacy. 

George's outstanding performance 
at Helsinki attracted’the attention of 


sports writers who wanted to know 
many things, What of the boy him- 
self? Was he, as: the record might 
suggest, a shooting machine, an auto- 
maton, a nerveless individual with 
ice-water in his veins? He is none 
of these things, they discovered, He 
is, in fact, a likeable, competent, 
wéll-integrated individual, and a good 
competitive shooter. When the ten- 
sion mounts with “each successive 
shot at these gruelling contests, 
George admits that he feels nervous 
all right—just like his competitors. 

Twelve years old when he first 
Started to shoot at the Saskatoon 
Gun Club, George's ability was quick- 
ly spotted by Jimmy Girgulis, veter- 
an trapshooting star. Girgulis was 
introducing his sons to the clay- 
target busting business one after- 
noon, by letting them shoot at birds 
with a .410 shotgun, when George 
Joined in. This proved to be an im- 
portant meeting, for, from that time 
on tournament-wise Girgulis kept 
George under his wing and has been 
his coach and. méntor ever since. 

The first. major victory in com- 
petitive shooting for George was in 
1949, when at the age of 14 he shot 
his way to the Manitoba-Saskatche- 
wan Handicap Championship. Then 
two years later at the American 
Trapshooting Association competi- 
tions at Vandalia, Ohio, he won three 
North American championships—the 
Junior, the Junior All-Around and 
the Junior High Over All, 

This year at the contests sponsor- 
ed by the A.T.A. he was runner-up 
in the Junior Preliminary Handicap 
Championship, and he won the Junior 
Champion of Champions of North 
America title. To this he added the 
Saskatchewan Championship (Sin- 
gles) to his laurels. Then before 
gding to the Olympics he stopped at 
Oslo, Norway, where he placed sec- 
ond in the World Championships. 

George doesn’t confine his shooting 
to clay pigeons and targets, He likes 
to hunt, and he frequently tries his 
hand at bringing down duck, prairie 
chickens and crows. He is also a 


good all-round athlete. <A top-flight 


Sport Fishing - 
Becoming Popular 
In Saskatchewan 


PRINCE ALBERT.—Sport fishing 
has become one of Saskatchewan's 
most popular outdoor attraction® to- 
day, according to A. H. MacDonald, 
provincial director of fisheries, 

He substantiates this statement 
with figures of licence sales, which 
to date this year, have totalled $77,- 
000, compared to $60,000 for the cor- 
responding period last year. The cur- 
rent angling season extends from 
May 16, 1952, to March 81, 1953. 
When final figures are in, Mr. Mac- 
Dénald believes the total revenue 
from permits will reach $85,000. 

Ten years ago, the province's 
angling licence sales brought in only 
$8,279. This was for 6,383 resident 
and 1,364 non-resident licences. To 
date this year, 43,775 resident and 
5,335 non-resident licences have been 
sold, F 
’.Comparing this with last year’s 
total’ figure of 88,225 resident and 
6,275 non-resident li@nces sold, an- 
other trend is apparent. The num- 
ber of resident licences sold is grow- 
ing in greater proportion to non- 
resident sales, 

In other words, said Mr. MacDon- 
ald, more Saskatchewan people are 
taking advantage of the province's 
sport fishing resources. He goes on 
to say that Saskatchewan's real 
angling population is probably twice 
the number indicated from the num- 
ber of licences sold (43,775). This 
would be made up by children under 
16, not requiring licences, and people 
fishing in the national park, who do 
not necessarily hold provincial angl- 
ing- licences. 

Will the trend stop here? Mr. Mac- 
Donald does not think so. In Minne- 
sota, U.S.A., it is estimated that the 
number of anglers equals half the 
State’s total population of over 
3,000,000. 

Here in Saskatchewan, a corres- 
ponding peak is still nowhere in 
sight. In recent years, sport fishing 
activity in the province has been in- 
creasing approximately 20 per cent. 
every year. Thera is every indica- 
tion this increase will continue, said 
Mr. MacDonald. 


PLYWOOD SCHOOLS IN B.C. 

VANCOUVER.—Prefabricated ply- 
wood schoolhouses are being used to 
meet the increase in school-age popu- 
lation, More than 20 portable struc- 
tures of one or two rooms have been 
shipped to scattered districts of B.C, 
They can be set up by four men in 
24 hours, 
eee nS Ee ee 
hockey player and baseball pitcher, 
he is a real asset to his high school 
where he started his last year this 
autumn, 

But with all this outdoor activity, 
George hasn't neglected his studies, 
He is a good student. When asked 
about his plans for the future he re- 
plied that he hadn't made up his 
mind definttely, After further con- 
sideration, he added “Probably medi- 
cine,” 


| questions 


TiPtitotet tot oL ots ds 
Make Sure The Novice 
His 


The 


“green” player need never 
hesitate to ask the veterans for 
pointers; they'll give them gladly. 


But he shouldn't have to ask it. A 
club that isn’t conducting an organ- 
ized school for coaching of first-year 
men is falling down on its duty to 
them and to itself. 

A few group chalk-talks 
encouraged) would 


(with 
give 


Truckers Will 
Help. You Pass 


TORONTO. — Canada’s truck- 
ers are going to improve their 
driving manners. At least driv- 
ers for some 160 companies 
sporting the Canadian Automo- 
tive Transport Association's red, 

old and black “I'll Help You 

ass’’ placards will try. 


The association's courtesy cam- 
paign, officially launched at the as- 
sociation’s annual meeting in Mont- 
real recently by President G. M. 
Parke of Toronto, extends from coast 
to geast and covers trucks ranging 
from lumbering tractor-trailers to 
light delivery vans, 

In Quebec it is known by the some- 
what more elegant title “Je Vous 
Aiderai a Depasser’, 

The campaign, aimed at combat- 
ting what the association considers 
a growing feeling by motorists that 
trucks are monopolizing the high- 
ways, has four rules for its partici- 
pants. : 

The truck driver is required to 
maintain sufficient distance between 
his vehicle and the one ahead to al- 
low faster vehicles to pass. He will 
slow down and drop back to a safe 
distance ‘whenever he attempts to 
pass’ and finds the, way not clear. 
He will permit traffic to pass on long 
grades. He will permit any delayed 
traffic to pass after reaching the top 
of a long grade. 

Company officials are required to 
sign a pledge to see these rules are 
carried out, : 

One familiar road courtesy that 
will be eliminated, however, is the 
practice of the truck driver blinking 
his lights or gjving a hand signal to 
indicate the road ahead is clear to 
pass. It’s considered too dangerous. 

,But how is the average motorist 
to know he can count on these 
courtesies ? 

The association has two answers 
for that. The placards, 15 inches by 
nine inches, (15 by 11 in Quebec) 
will be mounted conspicuously at the 
rear of the truck, , The driver will 
also have a notic@ posted in the cab 
reminding him his truck is carrying 
the courtesy placard. He is also re- 
quired to sign a pledge to honor the 
campaign, 


GROWING PAINS 

The Alberta Cattle Breeders’ asso- 
ciation and the Calgary bull sale are 
experiencing growing pains. Asso- 
ciation members tackled the problem 
recently in an effort to find a cure. 
The main difficulty was how to find 
room in the cattle pavilion at Vic- 
toria Park for the 1,400 head of pure- 
bred beef bulls nominated for the 
sale, scheduled to open March 16 and 
continue for a week, 
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Gets 
Bearings At The Start 


| the novice a quick theoretical grasp 
of the fundamentals, and he could 
then go out on the ice and put them. 
into practice. There is nothing more 
deplorable than the embarrassment 
of a new member trying to interpret 
the skip’s mysterious signals, in a 
game that he has been suddenly 
thrust into and knows nothing at, all 
about, 

The first year is what makes or 
breaks a curler, and lack of proper 
instruction is one of the reasons why 
so many fail to return for their sec- 
ond year, i : 

A case in point is that of the high 
school curlers, who catch on surpris- 
ingly fast because enthusiastic veter- 
ans put them through their paces, 
These men are breaking in the curl- 
ing greats of the future, 


The Swing’s the Thing 

Remember to keep the body, shoul: 
ders and head squarely facing the 
rings and swing the stone like a pen- 
dulum, 

Adjust the length of your back- 
swing for the speed required, put the 
turn on the stone during forward 
swing just before the stone touches 
the ice, 

Be sure the stone is ahead of the 
body when it touches the ice. 


ODDITIES 


In The News 


Mrs, Lloyd Brooks, 37, of Pitts- 
burgh, Me., mother of 12 daughters 
—and no sons—said the stork is en 
route again. She said she would like 
a boy. but admits ‘our hopes aren’t 
very good, 


+ + © 
Love and Peace took out a mar- 
riage licence at New York. The ap- 
plicants were Samuel L, Love, a 50- 
year-old insurance salesman, and 
Thelma J, Peace, $1, a registered 
nurse, 
* + 
Bert Saylor, of Ottumwa, Ia., was 
back in jail within an hour after his 
release from a three-day sentence for 
intoxication. Saylor said he got 
drunk on some bay rum he had tak- 
en from the police chief's desk. 
e¢ ¢ © 
A magistrate at Oxford, England, 
asked a young mother what method 
she used fot wakthg in the morning. _ 
She replied: “We have an alarm 
clock and a three-months-old child. 
It depends which goes off first.” 
* ¢ ¢ 
Mrs. Sarah Riley, 102, of Leeds, \ 
England, taken to hosptial with a 
fractured pelvis, threatened to scream 
the place down if she wasn’t taken 


home. “Taken home said: “That's 
better, Now go away and leave me 
alone,” 


Do You Know That... 


The strawberry is the only fruit 
that has its seeds growing on the 
outside, 


PATENTS 


AN OFFER TO EVERY INVENTOR, 
List of Inventions and full Information 
RAMSAY COMPANYS 


sent free, 


Registered Patent Attorneys, 273 Ban! 
Street, Ottawa, Canada.* 


Satisfactory work and delivery guaranteed. 3 
Ask for our NEW Folder showing how we can save 


money for you on your woollen needs. 
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ILLS CO.LTD. 


MANITOBA 


Where Bigger and Better Blankets are Made 
~ a ed 


PEGGY 


SAY, WHERE YOU 
BEEN ALL DAY? WE 
WERE LOOKIN’ FOR val 
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Holidays | 
—(BYTRAIN. 


\Rooms and the low cost round 


_ arrive refreshed ... go 


You meet the smartest travel- 
fers when you go Canadian 
Pacific! People who know.the 
restfulness of travelling by 
train... who enjoy the com- 
fort of air-conditioned Room- 
ettes, Compartments, Drawing 


This Christmas—Send 
a gift that’s really wel- 
come! PREPAY A 
RAIL TICKET to 
bring home sons and 
daughters during the 

. Yuletide holidays... 
Your Canadian Pacific 
Agent can arrange 
everything 


trip fare...travel relaxed, 


“JUST LOOK AT THESE 
{BARGAIN OFFERS!” 
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GROUP A 
Mark an “X” before magazine desired and 
enclose list with erdes. 
LJ Redbook Magazine .nsscsssscrsssose 1 VF 
I Coronet a.sircsesssssssssssssssoes 
Magazine Digest .. 
Sports Afield ...... 


GROUP B 
Mark am “X” before magazines desired and 
enclose list with order, 


CD Maclean's (24 issues) .......cssscss 
0 Canadian Home Journal 
O Chatelaine ... 


sssseooe 1 VF 


0 Screen Stories ........ 1 Yr. 

O Field and Stream 1 Yr, | | G Family Herald eekly 
True Story onccsssecssssseees ayn 1 Yr. 0 National Home Monthly .......... 
McCall's Magazine ........e 1 Yr, D Western Producer .......... cecscenamveceseenee 1 VPs 


Hunting & Fishing In Ganade ......... 1 Yr. 

SeMlor Prom onncsssscsssescssossssssserseeeeees Yr. 
O Modern Screen 
3 Flower Grower 


0 Country Guide ....... TT ere BR LES YING DY 
O New Liberty .... we 1 VE 
0 Free Press Weekly Prairie Farmer 1 Yr. 
1 Health (6 Sasues) o.......sssessssssssnsseseeess 1 Yr 
O) Saskatchewan Farmer ....... 
0 B.C. Farmer & Gardener ... 
1 Western Farm Leader ... 
(0 Canada Poultryman ............ 


American Girl . 
U.S. Camera Magazine ... 
Everybody’s Digest ...... 


O Sliver Screen... 


CO tre rt 


“SOME MORE 
REAL BUYS!” 


Saturday Night (Weekly) ....ccsvssccsccsssssss 
Maclean's (24 issues) ........ 
National Home Monthly . 


BOTH FOR PRICE SHOWN 


Mark an “X” before magazine desired and 
enclose List with order, 
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Family Herald & Weekly Star ................ 255 ( True Story ove 2.95 
Free Press Weekly Prairie Farmer ....... 255 [) Modern Screen... eossesananennnssesenoneonoeess 2:00 
New Liberty on... ssssssscsssesssssnsessseesemess 2:55 (J Popular Science Monthly. ...ccccsscsssssssers 3:60 
Country Guide (2 years) .. . 255 {] Parents’ Magazine ............ ocseesessssnssenssseeseners O:00. 
Western Producer .. «275 ) Btucle (MUsle) ossssssssseceeernsssseseesecereien seceerere 4.40 

POMC oresssssssssssesssssee accrmenmecmmenmnenss,:, 4.20 (} American Girl ssareceorss 8160 
Redbook Magazine wee 860 () Senior Prom .. 


Coliler’s Weekly ............ cterrecteddernantennenea rs otf 860 () Sports Afleld 
ALL MAGAZINGS FOR 1 YEAR UNLESS TERM INDICATED 
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| : | 
Own & Bistrict 
eens 
The excellent weather that we have 
tad for so long still continues The 
fine weather has helped. to shorted 


the winter and also cut down the 
coal bill. 


| eeemeneniniciees! 

Ice is slowly being made in the 
curling rink. It will probably be after 
New Year's before curling commenc- 
es, Never before has curling been de- 
layed so late in the thirty years that 
game has been played in Gleichen. 


CARD OF THANKS 


As president of the Home ana 
School Association I wish to take this 
opportunty to thank everyone who so 
loyally supported the kitchen shower 
for the néw school. There” was a 
most generous response. Also to 
thank my convenors for the splen- 
did job they did. 

Mrs. Margaret Yates. 


The Gleichen Call wishes all its 
friends a merry Ciristmds. Don’t for- 
get to wish your friends a Happy 
Ci.ristmas. You can have a “happy” 
time almost any day, but you cannot 
be meiry every day. The spirit of 
Christmas is to make others “merry” 
to give of your substance to those 
less fortunate and not only give mate: / 
ial things, but to give of yourself. 
You may be a gloomy old curmudgeon 
for the rest of the year, but at least 
let the clouds lift at ‘Christmas 
time, and spread abroad the gos- 
pel of gladness and good cheer. 
Above all let us not forget those 
whom this season may find in need. 
Seek them out and thelp them 
to yealize that the Christmas spirit 
means something. 


LIFE BLOOD OF THE SOIL 


Water is the life blood of the soil, 
It influences nearly every property 
of the sojl and every process which 
takes place in it. These processes 
are the most basic on earth. In ex- 
treme cases they determine whether 
or not plants and animals can live. 

Perhaps the most basic of sdil- 
water-crop relationships is that from 
300 to 1,000 pounds of water are ab- 
sorbed and transpired by crops for 
each pound of dry matter produced. 
Assuming 800 pounds of water are 
needed for one ton of green al- 
falfa, a three ton crop of dry alfalfa 
per acre would require nearly 6,000,- 
000 pounds of water during the grow- 
ing season. This amount of water 
would weigh almost as much as the 
top 15 inches of an acre of soil and 
would cover an acre to 9 depth of 21 
inches. In most areas where crops 
are limited by a Jack of moisture at 
critical periods, distribution of rain 
fall is such that an excess falls at 
ether times of the year. This excess 
either runs off carrying a heavy load 
of silt or accumulates on level la. 
in such quantities that crops and soil 
struct :2 are injured by too much 
water. To balance soil and water 
resources for maximum crop  pro- 
duction, deep tillage supplemented 
by applications of lime and fertilizer 
are recomended, Deep drainage and 
erowth of deeply rooted perennia) 
crops in the rotation are also necess- 

uy steps in a sound soil-water man- 
agement program. 


(Continued from page 1) 


The Saga of 
Santa Cizus 


lish the authenticity of this claim, 
The name Santa Claus has a (Europe 
ean rater than a North American 
flavor and there is at least _one old 
German folk song which refers to the 
saint by this name It seems more 
likely that the name was evolved by 
generations of German or Dutch 
children who found San Nicholaas a 
bit difficult for pint sized tongues, 

At the present time it is the fas- 
‘ion to snipe at the Santa Claus tra- 
dition as being unreal We are told 
that our children suffer farm from 
i} being taught to believe in Santa 
Claus, that they receive a fase get of 
values, wrong picture of the world 
in wich they must live, and an 
unwillingness to face facts ‘when 
they are unpleagant. 

This may be true. Or on the other 
hand it may be that when a child 
jearns that there is no Santa ‘Claus 
in the practical sense he begins to 
realize that there is another reality 
in addition to the practical one the 
reality, of imagination, ,and = thas 
Santa Claus makes the transition 
from one to the other without al] 
the fuss claimed by his opponents, 

Whatever is the answer, the fact 
is that nothing much can seriously 
affect the hold of the Santa Claus 
tradition on children from six to 
sixty. He has been with us for a long 
time and he will be around fer a while 
yet ava abe 


IS YOUR SEED DEAD OR ALIVE o 


Don't Guess—Be Sure—Have It Tested 
See Our Agent For RELIABLE, FREE Seed Testing 


Don't wait until your bin is empty—Order your coal now. 
It Pays to Pull to the Pioneer 


‘The die has 
now been cast’* 


An American manufacturer was planning 
to open a plant in Canada. He 
considered various locations and found 
what seemed a likely site. He talked to 
a local bank manager, got facts 

akout the community and its facilities. 


Some time later the company wrote 
to the banker: 


“The die has now been cast. It is our 

intention to locate in S... We feel 

that it is well suited to our particular 

operation. You have been of great 

aid to us. Your accurate and rapid 

presentation of facts necessary to reach a , 
decision was top-notch.” 


/ 


Such letters show how a branch 

bank serves not only its own depositors 
and other customers but how, by 
assisting business development, it benefits 
the whole community. 


‘This advertisement, based 
on an actual letter, is 
presented here by 


THE EANKS SERVING 
YOUR COMMUNITY 


